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Following the announcement of his candidacy for president in March, former finance minister
Fernando Henrique Cardoso's standing in the polls has climbed substantially. Still, with less than
six months remaining before the elections, Cardoso remains far behind the front runner, socialist
Luis Inacio "Lula" da Silva. Da Silva, head of the Workers Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores, PT), has
come out on top in all polls covering the presidential race conducted during the past year. Lula came
in second place behind Fernando Collor de Mello in the last Brazilian presidential election, held in
1989. Collor de Mello was later removed from office for his involvement in a corruption scandal, an
issue that continues to plague the government of his successor, President Itamar Franco.
In the results of a Data-Folha poll released on April 10, the first poll since Cardoso threw his hat in
the ring, Lula still enjoyed a comfortable lead with 36% of voter preferences, compared with 20%
for Social Democrat Party (Partido da Social Democracia Brasileira, PSDB) candidate Cardoso. The
poll, which interviewed 3,908 prospective voters, asked who respondents would vote for in a runoff election between Lula and Cardoso. Lula again came out on top, with 49%, compared with 36%
for Cardoso. Under Brazilian electoral law, a run-off is required if no candidate wins an absolute
majority of the votes.
The Data-Folha poll was also the first conducted since Sao Paulo mayor Pablo Maluf, from the
Democratic Social Party (Partido Democratico Social, PDS), withdrew his candidacy. Political
analysts expect his withdrawal to benefit Cardoso, especially among conservative voters and
business leaders who supported the economic program he implemented as finance minister. The
poll placed Leonel Brizola, presidential candidate of the Partido Democratico Trabalhista (PDT),
in third place, with 10% Meanwhile, poll results released in early April by the respected IBOPE
institute showed Lula with 37% of voter support, up from 30% a month earlier. In the latest IBOPE
poll, released April 20, Lula's standing dropped slightly to 34%, compared with 17% for Cardoso and
9% for the third-place Brizola.
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